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unknown Englishwoman, Charlotte W., in which she wrote:
'If you should see the King of Bavaria tell him that I have fallen
in love with him after reading his poems! He is the only King
whom I would like to know/ 'I do not know whether she is young
or old, beautiful or ugly/ remarked the King.1

In the meantime the Diet had met. The King had rather
dreaded the occasion, but it passed off better than he had expected.
'On the whole everything is going well/ Ludwig wrote to his son
Otto at Athens, 'except that they were infamous enough to say
that the loan to Greece was only a pretext, and that in reality I
had used the money for building: this was the only aspersion on
my honour that I had to bear. . . / 2

The leading Minister, Abel, made many enemies because of his
violent temper. Like Tann, but .with far greater plainness of
speech, the Crown Prince opposed Abel and his autocratic system
in the Landtag. But apart from that, his whole attention was taken
up by thoughts of marriage. The bride was to be rich and beautiful
and, if possible, a German and a Protestant Princess. It was
extremely difficult to find any one combining all these qualities.
The King would have preferred a Catholic Grandduchess if he
could not have a Russian daughter-in-law, but he told his son:
'I would not dream of choosing any one for you. . . but it is
understood that my consent will be necessary for your marriage/ 3
The Russian Court was still quite willing that the Crown Prince
should marry the Czar's daughter Olga, but Maximilian continued
to seek his bride himself, He was just then setting off on another
tour of the provinces to 'inspect' various Princesses. Then on
7th June, 1840, Friedrich Wilhelm III of Prussia died, and
Ludwig's brother-in-law ascended the Throne as the fourth of his
name. The King of Bavaria sent his third youngest son with a
letter of condolence to Berlin. This son, Luitpold, was his favourite
and he had been brought up as though Ludwig had had a presenti-
ment that 'he might one day ascend the throne'.4 In a very
cordial letter Friedrich Wilhelm IV thanked the King of Bavaria
for a gesture that constituted a rebuff to the people who 'would
have liked to cause dissension between north and south Germany/5
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